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D e f i n i t i o n  o f  óA C C E S S  M A N A G E M E N Tô 

 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive control of the location, spacing, 

design, and operation of driveways, median 

openings, intersections, interchanges, and street 

connections to a roadway balanced against the 

property ownerôs right of access 

 

 

  



What is óManaging Access?ô 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning the Spacing & Design of: 

ÅDriveways 

 

ÅMedian Openings 

 

ÅTraffic Signals 

 

Å Intersections 



Virginia State Dept. of Transportation: 

Benefits of Access Management  

ÅPreserve integrity of the roadway system 

Å Improve safety and capacity 

ÅPreserve public investment in infrastructure 

ÅPreserve private investment in properties 

ÅProvide a more efficient (and predictable) 

motorist experience 

Å Improve [travel ] times through a corridor 



I m p a c t  o f  A c c e s s  M a n a g e m e n t  o n  

B u s i n e s s   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Source:  Federal Highway Administration 





Why implement at the local municipal 

level? 

In NY State, Land Use Regulating authority, including 

Comprehensive Plan adoption, subdivision review, 

site plan review, and adoption of official street map, 

lies with local government. 

 



What methods are used to Manage Access? 

Å Cross property access 

Å Shared driveways/access 

Å Service Roads:  frontage & rear 

Å Spacing, location, & design of intersections & 

driveways 

Å Right & left turn lanes 

Å Signals & signal spacing 

Å Corner clearance 

Å Medians 

 







 

Minimum Connection Spacing Standards 

Posted Speed Limit 

(mph) 

Connection Spacing (ft.) 

Arterial 
Collector & 

Local 

35 or less 245 125 

40 to 45 440 245 

> 45 660 440 

From Town of Gorham Access Management Local Law,  

Based on AASHTO standards 
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